MPIIT/20 "eee0-€v

JQUOISSIIWO)) ‘LIoMUuoA [ ydasor
QANNOAXY AJUN0)) ‘AAdT 9AIS

AJNIIHINI-NON
SN'ANNT01405 0T MMM |
AEﬂNv

ALNDOY> HT04INS

"so[qe) o1udid pue uoneys pre-isity
‘SWOO0INSAI “SIUIWYSAIJI SOPTAOIJ “PUINOIM
Ae(q 10qeT 03 Ae(q [RLIOWAN WOl uad(

) uor[iAeq
GTE1-268 (1€9) punoiddure)) jurod Yiruws ol
"ISUIDI[ 91BIS JIOX MAN PIM ‘[eUOSBIS
- alol 1eJ A)uno") Jurod yiru
€1€1-268 (1€9) 90O ed D Jutod g Sununyy yonQ

676758 (1£9) 12O UONENSIUIWPY SYIed AIUNoD) YOng Tl e p r—

syIed 9yl 10v1u0)) "A[uo syrurad dnoin
SuIpry YoeqasiIoy

‘Jruaad pasu

[oBa(q I2JN0 JY) UO SUI[QART) SAOIYIA ‘PuUNOI
-1edk panrwrad st 3urysiq “sseg pading pue
USIP[EOA “Ysijon|g 10] Sunsed)ing "ysiymorg
pue ‘xoddeug ‘1opunof, 10J 3urysiy Aeg
surysiy

“JruIad oBaq 19IN0 PIJU SI[OIYAA PrOI

JO 199 2A-Ajuam) 0) umop 2dofs syo0yY
‘juepunge 2Ie SIASqOT pue ysyyoeq ‘3efy
QAIp ® Ae[dsIp pue ‘O1jjen 18OQq AABAY 0} 9Np
J[9SI1 J3[UI Y PIOAY “JULIND SUOIS 0) NP
19[UI Y} JO IPIS (Aeq) YOBQ AY) UO PIPIWIdJ
suniq

"uoseds JJjo 3unmp

J[qe[IBAR JOU QJB SINI[IOB] WOOLSAI pue
I9)BAN “PAUIBIUOD-J[as 9q Isnw syun Furdwed
- uoseas-JJO 90N ‘patmbar st jrurad yoeaq
I9)NO uy "sI9[ren pue srodwed paurejuod
-J[9s 10J Surdwed yoeaq 1n(Q) ‘SIdMOYS
10U 2ABY SWOOMSY “SIJ[IeI) PUB SJud}

J0j sausdwed s punor3dwed punol Jeax

TTP1-768 (1€9) :201[0d yIed Kiuno) yoyng
116 :Aoua3iowyg

ssquny duoyJ yueyaroduwy

"UONRNSN[[I - SIOQUISIIA
‘L eue]N pue ‘uononpoid pue Junoyiew
- Yoorg uiqqoy ‘SunumAdos - yoorg Apurn
:swaIsAS 3urureisng Aq paredard ainyoorg
‘weidold swnuenby pue ‘suopien edswuejog
‘S007 ISNI], 93RILIOH [eINIEN 9e)IS JIOX MON
woiy juei3 © Aq popunj sem INyo0Iq SIYJ,

JANINIIXH AIUNO0)) Y[0JNS ‘AAIT 9AI)S

pug[S] JOLLIRY 2 [oedq

guidwe))

Vﬂoﬁ&m %H::QU "SBATR PIIBUSISAP UIIIM WIMS
"PUB[S] 211 PUB pue| UTRW ) UIM)Iq d3pLIq SuruuiImg

H:mQAH :ngm 9Y) SUISSOID ‘SNUIULIY) WIAYINOS SI1 01 (YINOS 89 -parmbar

nX9 ‘grT) Aemyred pLoLJ WeI[IA o el
1R £)UN0)) JuIo YIS dY) 0) SUONIAII

pIeD) K93 UdID) syred Auno)) Y[oyns
uosSedS ul 3R sunjred Aqreq

Welcome To Smith Point County Park
Ocean Life

Local fishermen will usually be
happy to tell you which fish are
running. Press for more details and
you may learn how to distinguish
one fish species from another.
Ocean life may be readily observed
in the wrackline. Look for
Rockweed, Starfish, Moon Snails,
Jelly Fish, large Surf Clams, Whelk
“egg” cases (strung together like a
white beaded necklace), and the
black egg cases of skates (a relative
of the Sting Ray).

Bayberry - shrub with émxv\ white fruit,
leaves smell sweet.

Beach Heather -
low growing carpet
of yellow spring
flowers.

Smith Point County Park, located on
Fire Island between the Otis Pike
Wilderness Area and Moriches Inlet,
is an exciting yet relaxing place to
be. This Atlantic Ocean parkland
attracts hundreds of thousands of
visitors annually. At Smith Point,
the sky stretches over the waves to a
far distant horizon, sometimes
moody, sometimes delightfully
bright and blue, or covered with
evening stars. Yet beyond the
obvious attractions of sky, surf, and
sand are the forces which make up a
barrier island and its ecology and

Barrier Islands

Fire Island, as a barrier island, is a
sandy strip of land in motion
between Great South Bay and the
Atlantic Ocean. Long shore currents
act as conveyor belts, carrying
ocean sand from east to west. Winds
and rising sea levels also shape the
barrier island by very gradually
pushing it towards the mainland,
most aggressively during hurricanes
and Nor’easters. Observe, over time,
how the shoreline yields to these
elements.

Beach Plum - tiny
white dots in bark,
white spring
blossoms, grape-
like fall fruits with large pits.

Myrtle Warbler - bright yellow rump.
One of the many brightly colored, song
birds of the area.

Pitch Pine - evergreen with three needles
in a bundle.

Shadbush - vertically striped bark and
white spring blossoms.

history.
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The Beach

Above the surf line is a seasonally changing
beach profile, especially towards summer’s
end when a sharp ledge forms. Beach sand
is primarily composed of white quartz.
Occasional black magnetite and red garnet
color Smith Point’s sand in patches along
the upper beach. As you travel along the
beach, study the pattern of the dunes. You
may find this pattern broken by various
types of disturbances. Foot trails, off-road
vehicle paths and storm surges all can
seriously impact dune structure. Avoid
impacting the dunes as they provide a
“front-line”barricade against the ravages
of ocean winds and waves.

Primary Dune

The primary dune is held together by
beach grass which extends its roots
downward and outward over dune and
swale, providing stability. Poison ivy,
another resident of the primary dune, has
three shiny and thornless leaves, and bears
berries which are enjoyed by song birds
but poisonous to humans. The nitrogen-
fixing and hardy Beach Pea flowers blue in
mid-summer while Seaside Goldenrod
flowers yellow in fall. Keep an eye out for
Monarch butterflies in September. This is
when great number of Monarchs “fuel-up”
on Seaside Goldenrod nectar in preparation
for migrations to Florida, California, or
Mexico.

Behind the Primary Dune

Sheltered from salt spray or riddled with
mosquitoes on windless summer days is
the island’s interior. It’s a wild place of
freshwater grasses, shady pine groves,
secluded pickets of sand, and dense shrub
thickets. Deer roam freely here. Notice
Red Fox tracks - a cat-like print in single
file; and listen for the bright musical call
of the song sparrow which has a tiny black
spot on its breast.

Salt Marsh

As dunes give way to this vast, marsh
setting, beach grass gives way to native
Spartina Grasses. Beyond this salt marsh,
the Great South Bay extends northward to
the mainland. Phragmites (also known as
reed grass) has tall feathery plumes and
has overtaken other species of marsh grass
in some areas. Look for shimmering eel
grass beds near the shoreline and several
species of crab at low tide. Hermit Crabs
borrow snail shells for shelter. Fiddler
Crabs have one unusually large claw. The
prehistoric, Atlantic Horseshoe Crabs,
though not true crabs, are more closely
related to spiders. Blue Claw and spider
Crabs may also be found in this habitat as
well.
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A Heritage of Rescue

From 1640 to 1915, more than six hundred
ship disasters occurred off Fire Island. The
shifting sand bars off Fire Island made
navigation treacherous. Equally treacherous
high sea rescues were performed by
volunteers prior to the development of the
U.S. Coast Guard. Later, with the assistance
of the Life Saving Benevolent Association,
and State and Federal funds, rescue huts
equipped with six-oared, white life boats
and other life saving equipment began to
spring up along the barrier beach.

Today, Smith Point’s nationally recognized
lifeguards rescue swimmers instead of ships
and are skilled in understanding the sea.
They can spot a riptide (a dangerous
outgoing current) by the observance of
sandy turbulence. Their advice: if caught in
a riptide, relax and swim laterally towards
the shoreline. Lifeguards also watch for ‘the

sweep’ which is the long shore current and
‘spilling waves’ which slap and pound the
shore. But they admire ‘slipping waves,’
gently breaking forward in a picturesque
white. Most of all, lifeguards remain
respectful of the sea and warn us to always
swim with a buddy.

Smith Point Time Line:

1686 -

1901 -

1910 -

1920s-

1931 -
1938 -

1944 -
1950s-

1964 -

William Tangier Smith of England moves to
America and secures a license to buy land
from Native Americans. He sets up a whaling
station at Smith Point.

Charles Howell leases and operates a beach
pavilion.

Initial foot bridge built from mainland to
Smith Point. Completed in 1916. Ice wrecked
the bridge the following year.

Political figure Robert Moses dreams of a
major highway down the backbone of Fire Island.
Nor’ester forms Moriches Inlet.

Hurricane forms Shinnecock Inlet. Many
homes at Smith Point are lost. Westhampton
flooded under six feet of water. Salt spray
defoliates trees five miles inland.

County acquisitions begin at Smith Point.
William Floyd Bridge building begins. Plans
for development of Fire Island continue.
Scientist Robert Cushman Murphy initiates a
grass roots effort for preservation.

Fire Island National Seashore and Smith Point
County Park are established.

Though a fish of shallow coastal waters, Long Island

“

stripers”

spawn in the freshwaters of the Hudson

River, and the Delaware and Chesapeake Bays. In the
ocean, Stiped Bass surf through the breaking arc of a
wave, feeding upon small bait fish by opening their
wide mouths. Though once in decline from overfishing

and other factors,

this tasty fish is making a strong

comeback. The NYSDEC sets a minimum size limit for
“keepers.” All fish under that size must be returned to
the water. Please check with Park personnel for the
current standards.

Piping Plovers

With sand-colored backs and a melodious
“peep-lo”call, Piping Plovers are delicate,
small birds of the shoreline and upper beach.
They breed in spring, and lay speckled eggs in
nest depressions they create in the sand on the
open beach. In the summer months, Piping
Plover pairs take turns sitting on their clutch
of eggs, providing both shade from a burning
sun and warmth against chilling ocean
breezes. If you are distracted by a Piping
Plover that appears distressed, it may actually
be trying to lure you away from its young.
Avoid their territories which are usually
marked with orange- flagged, string fences.
Piping Plovers are an endangered species.
What follows is a brief shorebird key:

* Piping Plovers - compactly built, wide
neck, bill short and nearly cylindrical.

* Sandpipers - medium sized, long slender
bill. Black-billed Sanderlings run near the
surf with fast moving legs.

e Terns - pointed bills, forked tails. The
Common Tern, orange with black tipped
bill, will hover and plunge aggressively.
The endangered Least Tern (nesting area is
upon bare dunes and may be fenced off) is
smaller with a yellow bill.

e Gulls - Typical gulls include: Herring
(flesh colored legs), Ring-billed, Laughing
(with a black head), and Black-backed




